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Engraving  by  Reed  Engraving  Co. 

J.  Robert  Atkinson 

Once  a  happy-go-lucky  Montana  cowboy  —  today  benefactor  to 

other  blind  people. 


WE  frequently  go  along  in  everyday 
life  without  realizing  the  immense 
power  that  may  lie  deeply  hidden 
within  us.  Sometimes  it  takes  a  great 
affliction  or  a  great  shock  to  release  this 
|  power,  and  such  was  the  case  with  three 
;  men  who  have  done  a  stupendous  task  in 
I  lightening  the  burden  of  blinded  people 
throughout  the  world. 

Louis  Braille,  blinded  in  early  youth, 
|  displayed  no  little  inventive  genius  when 
he  devised  a  system  of  embossed  writing 
whereby  blinded  people  could  correspond 
with  each  other.  Braille’s  system,  which 
;  bears  his  name,  was  based  on  the  six  dots 
;  as  in  a  domino,  and  combinations  of  these 
|  form  no  less  than  sixty-three  characters. 
I?  So  complete  is  Braille  with  punctuation 
marks,  contractions,  numerals,  etc.,  that 
it  may  be  used  in  any  language.  The  first 
ten  dots  in  the  Braille  alphabet  are  used 
gs  single  letters,  or  they  cap  indicate  differ¬ 


ent  complete  words,  or,  preceded  by  the 
number  sign,  they  may  be  employed  as 
numerals.  The  punctuation  marks  are 
formed  from  the  middle  and  lower  portion 
of  the  cell,  as  the  six  dots  are  termed.  All 
the  dots  to  form  one  letter,  and  in  one 
instance  all  six  are  used,  are  so  close  to¬ 
gether  on  the  page  that  they  may  be 
covered  by  the  smallest  fingertip,  and  it  is 
through  the  sensitivity  in  the  index  and 
second  finger  that  blinded  people  “see”  to 
read. 

The  dots  are  numbered  i  2  3,  arid  4  5  6 
respectively  in  a  perpendicular  position, 
and  a  “slate”  of  two  pieces  of  hinged 
metal  has  been  devised,  the  lower  leaf 
having  hollowed  dots  and  the  upper,  in¬ 
dentations  to  correspond  with  the  hollows 
below.  A  piece  of  stiff  paper  fastened  be¬ 
tween  the  two  leaves  forms  the  medium 
on  which  the  letter  is  “written”  by  being 
punched  with  a  special  metal  “pencil.” 
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To  another  blinded  man  of  that  same 
generation  which  produced  Braille,  credit 
must  be  given  for  devising  a  system  of 
raised  angular  letters  somewhat  resembling 
the  Roman  alphabet  in  outline.  This  latter 
system,  though,  is  only  adapted  for  print¬ 
ing,  but  to  these  two  men,  all  blinded 
persons  throughout  the  world  are  and  will 
be  grateful  forever. 

From  the  aged  reader’s  standpoint  Moon 
type  is  easier  to  determine  as  the  letters 
are  large  and  do  not,  therefore,  require 


sensitive  fingers  to  determine.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  in  order  to  print  books  in  Moon  type 
only  one  side  of  the  page  can  be  utilized, 
and  that  makes  the  volumes  thick  and 
much  heavier  than  is  the  case  with  inkprint 
editions. 

Here,  then,  are  two  different  men  who, 
through  adversity,  developed  the  courage, 
the  initiative  and  inventive  ability  that  has, 
in  turn,  aided  thousands  of  similarly  * 
afflicted  people  to  enjoy  the  classics,  many 
volumes  of  current  literature  and,  above 
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Braille  System 

Methods  of  reading  and  writing  from  raised  points  or  dots  embossed 
on  paper  named  after  its  blind  inventor,  Louis  Braille  (1806-1852),  a  French 
educatotr.  Advantage  of  the  system  is  that  pages  may  be  printed  with 
opposing  lines  embossed  on  both  sides  of  the  paper. 
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all,  correspondence  with  their  fellowmen. 

Let  us  stop  to  think  for  a  minute  what 
this  lesson  can  teach  those  of  us  who  have 
not  been  so  cut  off  from  the  beauties  sight 
has  made  possible.  What  fortitude  those 
two  men  displayed,  when  it  would  have 
been  so  easy  to  give  up  entirely.  Had 
they  allowed  their  adversity  to  get  the 
better  of  them  there  is  no  telling  whether 
anyone  else  would  have  turned  their  atten¬ 
tion  and  their  ability  toward  aiding  the 
less  fortunate  of  their  fellowmen.  Patience 
and  perseverance,  indomitable  courage  and 
faith  are  the  characteristics  which  led 


these  two  men,  one  a  native  of  France 
and  the  other  an  Englishman,  toward  their 
goal.  There  is  much  yet  to  be  discovered, 
improved  and  perfected,  and  it  is  those 
who  are  removed  from  the  activities  of 
daily  life  in  the  commercial  world  that 
have  the  time  to  achieve  important  things 
which  in  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  ordinary 
life  would,  probably,  never  be  solved  or 
developed. 

As  proof  that  much  has  remained  to  be 
done  one  has  only  to  know  something  of 
the  life  of  J.  Robert  Atkinson  who  some 
years  ago  was  a  happy-go-lucky  Montana 
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Moon  System 

Method  of  reading  by  embossed  angular  letters.  Aged  people  find  the 
Moon  type  easier  to  read  as  the  letters  are  large  and  do  not  require  as  sen¬ 
sitive  a  touch  in  the  fingers  to  determine.  Paper  can  be  embossed  on  only 
the  one  side  making  books,  thick  and  heavy. 
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cowboy.  At  an  early  age  he  lost  his  sight 
through  a  fortunate  accident.  Fortunate, 
because  it  was  the  turning  point  in  his 
career  and  led  him  on  to  vaster  spaces  to 
conquer.  With  the  loss  of  sight,  Mr. 
Atkinson  became  a  benefactor  to  all  other 
blinded  people.  Let  us  see  how  he  de¬ 
veloped  when  suddenly  deprived  of  sight. 
Then  he  showed  the  indomitable  strength 
and  grim  determination  of  which  he  was 
possessed. 

He  learned  to  read  Braille,  only  to  find 
that  the  books  and  subjects  in  which  he 
was  most  interested  appeared  only  in  ink- 
print  editions.  Here  was  a  dilemma!  Faced 
with  the  problem  of  getting  kindly-disposed 
friends  and  relatives  to  read  to  him  or  to 
go  without  that  pleasure  brought  Mr. 
Atkinson  to  do  —  neither!  At  first,  though, 
he  did  have  to  make  a  concession  to  the 
former  alternative,  but  it  was  no  mere 
idle  reading  he  wanted  done.  He  pur¬ 
chased  and  learned  to  operate  a  Braille 
typewriter,  and  on  it  he  transcribed  a 
700,000  word  scientific  work  which  had  it 
been  done  with  pencil  and  slate  would  have 
necessitated  fourteen  million  punches! 

This  stupendous  task  spurred  him  to 
herculean  efforts.  He  felt  that  if  he 
wanted  books  which  were  only  attainable 
in  inkprint,  that  many  other  blinded  per¬ 
sons  would  also  need  and  use  them  could 
they  but  be  produced. 

To  think,  with  him,  was  to  act,  and 
he  set  out  with  the  determination  to  find 
suitable  equipment  with  which  to  set  up 
a  modernly  equipped  printing  plant  for  the 
production  of  books  in  Braille.  After  an 
exhaustive  search,  he  could  not  find  any 
which  he  deemed  particularly  suited  to  his 
intention. 

Instead  of  being  discouraged  by  this  new 
obstacle,  this  forceful  man,  who  would  not 
let  even  blindness  conquer  him,  enlisted 
the  aid  of  a  sighted  engineer.  Under  Mr. 
Atkinson’s  instructions  and  with  his  ideas 
and  specifications  there  was  soon  produced 
the  necessary  machinery. 

Not  content  in  merely  having  an  up-to- 
date  printing  plant  and  book  bindery,  Mr. 


Atkinson  as  founder  and  Managing  Director 
of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
has  gone  on  to  further  victories.  He  early 
devised  a  system  of  printing  Braille  known 
as  interpointing,  which  made  possible  the 
embossing  of  both  sides  of  a  page  by  a 
very  minute  alignment  of  the  embossed 
dots.  This,  of  course,  not  only  effected 
a  considerable  economy  in  paper,  but  allow¬ 
ed  for  smaller  books  which  more  or  less 
conform  to  standard  works  issued  by  the  t 
inkpresses. 

From  that  point  in  his  inventive  career, 
Mr.  Atkinson  continued  to  progress  in 
developing  printing  for  the  blind  and,  at 

the  present  time,  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  is  the  only  establishment 
west  of  the  Rockies  printing  books  and 
magazines  in  both  Braille  and  Moon  type. 

Always  looking  toward  the  future,  al¬ 
ways  trying  to  make  conditions  happier 
for  those  who,  like  himself,  are  blinded, 
Mr.  Atkinson  became  interested  in  the 
possibilities  of  a  “talking  book”  and  in¬ 
vested  several  thousand  dollars  of  his  sav-  J 
ings  in  its  development.  Perfected  by 
Edward  R.  Harris,  a  sound  engineer,  after 
twenty  years  of  research  in  the  sound 
recording  field,  this  new  aid  for  blind 
people  has  been  put  on  the  market  by  a 
corporation  formed  in  California.  It  plays  ? 
records  at  24,  33  %  and  78  revolutions  ! 
per  minute,  in  addition  to  the  special  | 
Readophone  records  which  are  recorded  on 
the  principle  of  constant  needle  velocity,  j 
The  Readophone  machine  not  only  plays  | 
the  talking  book  records  furnished  by  the 
Library  of  Congress  but  those  manufac¬ 
tured  in  Great  Britain,  and  all  the  phono¬ 
graph  records  and  electrical  transcriptions  ij 
manufactured  for  radio  use. 

Thus,  through  the  individual  effort  of 
four  different  men,  a  new  world  has  been 
opened  to  those  without  sight.  For  those 
afflicted  people  who  have  no  crowning  urge 
to  create  of  their  own  effort,  or  for  those 
who  wish  to  study,  as  well  as  those  who 
desire  only  to  be  amused,  Mr.  Atkinson 
himself  has  supplied  them  with  their  pallia¬ 
tive  or  their  incentive. 


Aiotal  &ippU* 

T  HE  world  is  full  of  moral  cripples  and  deformed  men.  Morally  speaking,  some 
*  are  without  arms:  They  have  never  helped  a  fellow  creature  over  the  rugged  spots  of 
Life's  way.  Some  are  without  feet:  They  have  never  gone  a  single  inch  out  of  their 
way  to  assist  others.  Some  are  voiceless:  They  have  never  even  by  a  word  encouraged 
anyone  who  was  cast  down.  Some  are  deaf:  They  have  never  listened  to  the  pleas  of 
the  suffering.  Some  are  without  hearts:  They  know  no  sympathy  or  generous  feelings. 
Just  stop  by  the  way  some  day  and  watch  yourself  go  by. — The  New  Era. 
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Pamphlet  Binders 
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